388	THE SI. ANDREW'S DAY DINNER	[CALCUTTA
services are in themselves a sufficient refutation of the worthiness or justice of any
such charge.
During his long experience Mr. Fraser Blair has seen great changes taking place
in India. I dare say looking back he may feel that if certain events had not
happened, and other things had been done or dealt with differently, it might have
been better and the problems with which we are faced to-day would have been
easier of solution. That may be, but although we cannot divest ourselves of our
responsibilities for the past, and we do not wish to, I think we must at this moment
be more concerned with the future, and as to how, taking things as they are to-day,
we can best assure the future progress and prosperity of all peoples in India, consis-
tent with the interests of that Commonwealth of Nations which make up the British
Empire, of which India is a part and should, we hope in the fullness of time, be a
partner.
viceroy's statement
Since we last met a year ago, much of great political importance has happened.
At the end of last year and the beginning of this for nearly 6 months, the Simon Com-
mission were in India, several weeks of which they spent in Bengal. The general
response accorded to them in this Presidency, though not enthusiastic, was not
marred by any untoward event and they received a fair measure of assistance,
Having finished their mission in India, they are now nearing the completion of their
report, and until this is presented to His Majesty's Government, no good purpose
can be served by attempting to anticipate their recommendations. On the return of
the Viceroy to India early this month, after consultation with His Majesty's Gov-
ernment, he issued a statement in which he re-affirmed the purpose underlying the
well-known Declaration of 1917 and announced the decision of the Government, after
the publication of the Simon Commission's Report, to invite accredited representatives
of p olitical thought in British India and representatives of the Indian States to a
Conference in London with His Majesty's Government. At this Conference it is
proposed that the views of all parties should be put forward and discussed, indivi-
dually or collectively, with a view to assisting the Government to place proposals
before Parliament for the constitutional advance in India, which might be regarded
as providing a wide measure of general assent.
indian leaders' response.
There appears to be no question that this statement has had an arresting effect
upon the attention of all people in India interested in India's welfare and political
progress. It was with genuine satisfaction that we read a resolution passed at the
Conference of prominent leaders of political opinion in India which, though containing
certain qualifications, had every appearance of being an appreciative response to
what they regarded as an honourable endeavour to meet the Indian opinion and dispel
misunderstanding and mistrust which clouded previous conditions.
hope of co-operation.
This decision inspires the hope of co-operation which may help to transform the
constitutional and political outlook and discredit the methods of agitation based upon
suspicion, mistrust and racial hatred. It is only right that we should recognise that
such a condition has been largely made possible through the confidence and respect
which Lord Irwin's straightforward and sympathetic handling of Indian problems
has created. ^ It is to be hoped that the invitation to the Conference will be accepted
in the spirit in^ which it is offered and that meanwhile every effort will be made
throughout India to foster the atmosphere of good-will and trust which has made
its welcome appearance and which, if allowed to continue, must undoubtedly
facilitate the difficult task of solving India's political problem.
t      ,	THE 'IRRECONCILABLES/'
If is:^>t passible to estimate to what extent this ray of sunshine has penetrated
f*jota$ iDf mistrust and antagonism which hang over Bengal. I fear it cannot
ne&i&aa&the broader views of statesmanship prevail over the narrow and
atto political opportunism  which at present holds the field ;

